RICHELIEU THE ORGANISER
He did not modify the conception of military service,
such as had always existed, and which no one imagined
should be a general obligation.   France did not adhere
entirely to the old feudal custom, by which the threatened
suzerain collected all his vassals to support him, but had
progressed little since the Middle Ages. The standing army
of Henry rv, his peace-time army, never exceeded 10,000
men, and these were mercenaries.   Richelieu's first move
was for an effective force: in order to fight against the
Huguenots, against the rebels, and especially against the
House of Austria, he   required  numerous   army corps,
and he had to use these in several theatres simultaneously.
Richelieu proceeded by stages: recruiting was difficult,
the treasury was often in debt, clothing and armaments
could not be improvised; he had then to temporise as well
as he could. But, after his arrival at the ministry, he raised
the army to 60,000  men: he had   150,000 from  1635
onwards.   These were certainly not altogether homogene-
ous, but the majority of them were professional soldiers,
many of them foreigners, who fought bravely, as men
having no other interest or thought in life.   Germans,
Swiss,   Italians,   Scots,   Irishmen,  Belgians,   Poles  even,
composed these mixed regiments, for whom war was a
profession and peace a sort of demoralising unemployment.
As the war dragged on, the effective troops became
thinned out, and Richelieu had to think of recruiting
methods other than the hiring of mercenaries in France
or from abroad. He contrived to make the whole country
collaborate in providing human material, by imposing
on the Elections and on the towns the obligation to furnish
him with men.   Thus, the provinces became partners in
providing the fighting forces, offensive or defensive, of the
kingdom, and, what was more, in maintaining them: for
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